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SUBJECT: TWO SOCIALIST VIEWS ON RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA 

REF: 77 LISBON 9563 

SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO PS INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY RUI 
MATEUS, SENEGAL PRESIDENT SENGHOR IS INTERESTED IN BRINGING 
ANGOLAN PRESIDENT NETO AND UNITA LEADER SAVIMBI TOGETHER 
IN AN EFFORT TO PROMOTE RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE MPLA 
AND UNITA. MATEUS APPEARS ANXIOUS TO HELP. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . TIME FOR DECISION FOR NETO: PS INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY 

RUI MATEUS. WHO JUST RETURNED FROM ATTENDING THE SENEGALESE 
SOCIALIST PARTY CONGRESS, DISCUSSED ANGOLA WITH POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR ON JAN 5. MATEUS SAID HE HAD EXCHANGED VIEWS 
ON ANGOLA WITH PRESIDENT SENGHOR. BOTH HE AND SENGHOR 
AGREED THAT AN EFFORT AT RECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE MPLA 
AND UNITA WAS ESSENTIAL AT THIS JUNCTURE. SENGHOR 
EXPRESSED PARTICULAR INTEREST IN BRINGING SAVIMBI AND 
NETO, OR THEIR PROXIES, TOGETHER FOR "SECRET 
CONVERSATIONS." MATEUS EMPHASIZED THAT THE TIME 
HAD COME FOR NETO TO MAKE HARD DECISIONS ABOUT ABOUT THE 
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FUTURE OF HIS COUNTRY. NETO’S TIME FOR LOFTY RHETORIC 
DURING FISHING EXCURSIONS WITH FORMER OPPOSITION 
ASSOCIATES LIKE MANUEL ALEGRE HAD ENDED. IF THE STEADY 
MARCH TOWARD DOMINATION BY MOSCOW WAS TO BE HALTED, 

THE PROCESS OF REVERSAL MUST BEGIN NOW. 

2. ALEGRE PAINTS BLEAK PICTURE: IN AN EARLIER CONVERSATION 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WITH THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR, PS SECRETARIAT MEMBER MANUEL 
ALEGRE DESCRIBED THE CURRENT SITUATION IN ANGOLA AS GRIM. 
AMPLIFYING COMMENTS MADE TO THE AMBASSADOR ON DEC 15 BY 
PRIME MINISTER SOARES (REFTEL), ALEGRE REITERATED 
THAT PRESIDENT NETO WAS A VIRTUAL PRISONER IN HIS OWN 
CAPITAL. THE PRO-SOCIALIST MODERATE FACTION WITHIN THE 
MPLA HAD BEEN DEALT A SEVERE SETBACK AT THE RECENT 
PARTY CONGRESS IN LUANDA. THE CONGRESS WAS ORCHESTRATED 
BY THE SOVIETS DOWN TO THE FINAL DETAIL. THE RESULT WAS 
A PREDICTABLE PRO-MOSCOW CHARADE. ALEGRE SAID HE WOULD 
PROVIDE US WITH A COPY OF THE DOCUMENT CONTAINING THE 
CONCLUSIONS APPROVED BY THE CONGRESS. 

3. CAN THE CUBANS BE REPLACED? ALEGRE SAID HE HAD 
DISCUSSED WITH ALGERIAN AND YUGOSLAV REPRESENTATIVES 
IN LUANDA THE POSSIBILITY OF DOING SOMETHING TO SOFTEN 
THE PRESENCE OF THE CUBANS IN ANGOLA. THE MOST OBVIOUS 
WAY TO DO THIS. ALEGRE THOUGHT, WOULD BE TO PROVIDE THE 
ANGOLANS WITH ALTERNATE SOURCES OF MILIARY ADVICE AND 
EQUIPMENT. NETO HAD PREVIOUSLY MADE A SERIES OF REQUESTS 
TO THE PORTUGUESE TO PROVIDE MILITARY ASSISTANCE. THE 
PORTUGUESE HAD BEEN SLOW TO RESPOND. ALEGRE OPINED THAT 
A COORDINATED EFFORT BY THE PORTUGUESE, ALGERIANS, AND 
YUGOSLAVS MIGHT MAKE SOME HEADWAY TOWARD DISLODGING THE 
CUBAN MILITARY MONOLITH. THE CUBANS, ALEGRE SAID, WERE 
HATED BY MOST ANGOLANS. MPLA OFFICIALS SPOKE OPENLY 
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OF A "THIRD LIBERATION STRUGGLE" AGAINST THE CUBANS 
AND SOVIETS. HOWEVER, THEY APPEARED TO BE FIRMLY 
ENTRENCHED. 

4. COMMENT: MATEUS HAD LITTLE ENTHUSIASM 

FOR AID TO NETO UNLESS NETO GAVE SOME CLEAR PUBLIC SIGNAL 
OF HIS WILLINGNESS TO LESSEN HIS DEPENDENCE ON THE CUBANS 
AND SOVIETS. AT THIS POINT, THE POSSIBILITY OF A SENEGALESE 
INITIATIVE TO BRING SAVIMBI AND NETO TOGETHER APPEARS TO 
BE STILL VERY MUCH IN THE IDEA STAGE. WE DOUBT THAT IT 
WILL PROSPER, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF NETO'S KNOWN INTRANSIGENCE 
REGARDING NEGOTIATIONS WITH UNITA. MATEUS, HOWEVER, APPEARS 
ANXIOUS TO BECOME MORE INVOLVED IN PORTUGUESE- ANGOLAN 
RELATIONS, AND WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO ANY ADVICE WE 
MIGHT HAVE. 

OKUN 
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